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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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THE GREAT TRIBULATION 


By Rev. R. L. 


Late Pastor, First Baptist Church, Minneapolis 
Dean Northwestern Bible School and Seminary 


Moyer, D. D. 


“Will the Church go through the 
great tribulation?” is a question 
of perennial interest, and frequent 
discussion. Some answer emphatic- 
ally, “No!” Others declare, “Yes!” 
Some teach that part of the Church 
will go through all of the Tribu- 
lation; others, that all of the 
Church will go through part of the 
Tribulation. We shall angwer from 
Scripture, although the question is 
stated. in the theme as personal 
and individual: “Will YOU go 
through the Tribulation?” 


Tribulation Described 
The Great Tribulation is a per- 
iod of time still future. Alvord 
points out that this expression in 
Scripture (Rev. 7:14) might better 
- be rendered, “The tribulation, the 
Great One.” Scripture emphazies 
the peculiarity of this period of 
time by declaring that nothing like 
it shall ever precede it, or follow 
‘after it. 


In the New Testament 


DR. ROBERT L. MOYER 


‘scorpion. 


Revelation is taken up with this J : 
period of time. The duration of it| #7 


is stated as “forty"and two month,” 


a “thousand, two hundred and r 


threescore days,” “a time, and 
times, and half a time.” This is 
three and one-half years. The des- 
cription of the sufferings of that 
day is terrible. It will be the day 
of a Devil-dominated world, when 
the saints who will not worship him 
shall be slain. The sun and the 
moon and the stars and the earth 
shall be smitten. The waters of 
the earth shall become as blood. 


‘Men shall gnaw their tongues with 


pain, and blaspheme God. They will 
desire to die and will not be able. 
Their bodies will be smitten with 
sores and sorched with the sun, 


The pit of the abyss will be opened, |’ 


and the world will suffer an in- 
vasion of the under-world, in the 
form of infernal cherubim who will 
torment men like the torment of a 
Words cannot describe 
the intensity of the sufferings of 
that’ day.” 


In the Old Testament 
The Old Testament prophets 


foretell the tribulation. Jeremiah 


calls it the time of “Jacob’s trou- 
ble.” He writes, “Alas!.for that day 
is great, so that none is like it: it 
is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; 
but he shall be saved out of it” 
(Jer. 30:7). It is a time of trouble 


and wrath upon the posterity of 


Jacob. Daniel declares, “There shall 
be a time of tribulation such as 
never was since there was a nation, 
even to that time, and at that’time 
thy people shall be delivered” (Dan. 
12:1). Joel prophesies, “The day of 
the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at 
hand; a day of darkness and 


Letters Report 8 Servicemen 
And 13 Civilians Saved In 
October Through Our 
Literature 


By Grace Jean Rice 


In a day when the most popular 
radio program is war news broad- 


sailor on Saipan or Hawaii, we 
firterested in the distribution of 
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all with different A:P.O. numbers, 
sent in decision slips from our lit- 
erature. A sailor on a United States 


ship in the Pacific sends a decision 
slip and writes, “I am sure this 


letter will interest you. I am in the 
Navy and have been overseas for 
nine months. I was in the hospital 
in Australia for four months. Now 
I am stationed on this APC . 
There was a decision slip from 
a Seaman (2/c) in Camp Parks, 


DR. WM. G. COLTMAN 


gloominess . . . there hath not been 
ever the like” (Joel 2:1-2). Other 
prophets follow the same line of 
predictions. 

Our Lord Himself specified the 
tribulation: “For there shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not 
sinte the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be” 
(Matt. 24:21). 


Participants Identified 

Will YOU go through the Great 
Tribulation? This is a personal 
question, and wé answer it on the 
supposition that the reader will be 
living when the. Lord comes. 

Will you go through the Great 
Tribulation? That all depends up- 
on the class to which you belong. 
The Word of God divides the hu- 
man race into three distinct classes. 
This three-fold division is set forth 
in such passages as I Cor. 10:32: 
“Give none offence, neither to the 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to 
the church of God.” Some one has 
truly said, “God, Who is not a re- 
specter of persons, is, beyord doubt, 
a regarder of classes.” Whoever 
reads the Bible. with careful at- 
tention cannot fail to see this truth. 
The Word of God is written FOR 
all. persons, but not every part is 
ABOUT all: persons. Whether or 
not you go through the Tribulation 
depends upon whether you are a 
Jew, a Gentile, or a member of the 
Body of which Christ is the Head 
—the Church. 


The Jew 

Will YOU go through the Great 
Tribulation? If zou are a Jew— 
YES! 

By the Jews we mean the des- 
cendants of Abraham. A great por- 
tion of the Biblé has to do with 
them—the nation Israel. They have 
a very distinct place in the plans 
and purposes of God. They were 
separated from the mass of man- 
kind by Jehovah; Who gave them 
specific promises never given to 
another nation. t nation is with 
us today, in lief. It is the mir- 
acle nation of all:time and will yet 
be used by God to accomplish His 


Unstaggering Faith 
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Pastor, Highland Park Baptist Chure 
“HE STAGGERED NOT through unbelief; but 


etroit, Mich. 


*s strong in faith 


giving glory to God; and being fully pr sugded that, w at He had prom- 
ised, He was able to perform.” Roma 4 4:20, 21. 


Longfellow sings— 
“Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of 
time” 

Certainly Abraham has left foot- 
prints on the sands of time—deep, 
clear, lasting footprints. 

“Footprints, that perhaps an- 

other | 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main 

A. forlorn and shipwrecked broth- 

er 

Seeing shall take heart again.” 


Think of the thousands of men 
and women who have _ been 
strengthened, stabilized and inspir- 
ed by this faithful soul of the long 
ago. Surely “He being dead yet 
speaketh.” 


It is always helpful and hearten- 
ing when our faith is tested and 
tried to come into contact with 
other ..lives who -have. faced. the 
same problems and through un- 
wavering faith have come out vic- 
torious. To see another life who 
under similar circumstances to our 
own overcomes by faith in God, 
braces and strengthens us in the 
conflict. What a mighty stimulus 
the faith of Abraham has been to 
the children of God in all centuries 
and climes! He staggered not in the 
face of the seemingly impossible, 
and today he stands out as an ob- 


ject lesson of the immortality of 
true faith, We are going back to 
this unstaggering patriarch and 
through him hear what God has to 
say to us. 

I. What Is It To Stagger? 

This is a picturesque word. It 
suggests to us the man whois in- 
toxicated, reeling and staggering in 
a zigzag line down the street. He 
is staggering ‘first to one side and 
then to the other; one is never 
just sure which way he will go. In- 
stead of maintaining a_ straight 
course he wabbles about like a 
rudderless ship in a storm tossed 
sea. 

Or, we see a man receive a blow 
upon the head which staggers him 
and renders him unable to main- 
tain his equilibrium. 

In other words, staggering is a 
lack of control; a condition of un- 
certainty and confusion. 

The illustrations just given are of 
a physical nature while the words 
of our text have to do with an in- 
ner condition of life. It is a state 
of heart and mind that is referred 
to in our scripture. Thus to stagger 
is to vacillate between two ideas, 
opinions or objectives. It is life 
struggling between two alternatives, 
one moment in the grip of one, the 
next moment in the- grip of the 


(Continued on page three) 


REVIVAL. 


INCIDENTS, OUTLINES 
ane ILLUSTRATIONS 
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‘No Case Is Too Hard For God 


During the first year of my min- 
istry, I held a revival in a very 
tiny village in Oklahoma. One 
afternoon the pastor and this 
preacher were walking down the 
highway, knocking on doors, invit- 
ing people to Christ and the church. 
We came to a farm-yard. This 
preacher started to open the gate. 
“It’s no use going in there,” said 
the pastor, stopping him; “ 
lives in this house a family of 
five—a father, mother, three chil- 
dren. None of them are Christians. 


to invite “you to our revival. Our 
services are at eight o’clock every 
night. Will you come tonight?” 

‘T don't go to church, thank 
you.” 

“But lady, one time will not hurt 
you. Do come tonight.” 

“If I come to church, the build- 
ing will cave in.” 

“No it won't. We are holding the 
services in the open air.” 

After some-.more pleading end 
persuasion, the woman promised to 


way down to the front to place her 
on one of the very front pews. Two 
women, who had been sitting 
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THE GREAT TRIBULATION 


(Continued from page one) 


Daniel’s people, the Jews) and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as 
mever was since there was a nation 
even to that same time” (12:1). 
The Lord, in announcing the ad- 
vent and nature of the Tribulation, 
used terms which could apply only 
to Israel, such as “let them that 
are in Judea flee to the moun- 
tains;” “pray that your flight be 
not on the Sabbath day;” “when 
ye see the abomination of desola- 
tion, spoken of by Daniel, the pro- 
phet,” etc. (Matt. 24:15-21; Luke 
21:20). The Tribulation is the time 
of Israel’s trouble because of her 
rejection of her Messiah. 

Will YOU go through the Great 
Tribulation? If you are a Je ew— 
Yes! 


The Gentiles 

Will YOU go thrugh the -Great 
Tribulation? If you are a Gentile 
—YES! 

When God chose one nation and 

set that one nation over against 
all other nations, two classes of 
people were formed—the Jews and 
those who were not Jews—the Gen- 
tiles. God’s Word always disting- 
uishes between these two: “to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek,” 
“tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil, 
of the Jew first, and also of the 
Gentile” (Rom. 1:16; 2:9). This 
distinction is always made in 
Scripture. Israel has never been 
“reckoned among the nations” 
(Num. 23:9). 

The Tribulation is specially spok- 
en of as “the time of Jacob’s trou- 
ble,” yet it will not be limited to 
Israel. It will cover the whole earth. 
The Anti-Christ will be the instru- 
ment of judgment in the Tribula- 
tion, and his empire will be univer- 
sal, which means that. the whole 
| world will be involved. “Power was 
given him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations. And all that 
dwell, upon the earth shall worship 
him” (Rev. 13:7-8). Revelation 7 
makes plain the fact that many 
Gentiles will become believers dur- 
ing the Tribulation period, (This 
is after the rapture of the Church, 


hence they will not be part of the 


Body of Christ, but will undoubted- 
ly take their place among the 
saints of the pre-Body period. 
John here sees a great unnumbered 
company, who have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. He is told that 
“these are they which have come 
out of the Great Tribulation” (Rev. 
7:14). They have had to pay for 
their faith with their lives. It is 
said that “they are of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues” (7:9). This means, of 
course, that they are Gentiles, and 
that they have gone into the Tribu- 
lation. 

Will YOU go through the Great 
tribulation? If you are a Gentile 
—Yes! 


The Church Exempted 
Will YOU go through the Great 
Tribulation? If you are a member 
of the Church the Body of Christ 
—NO! 

The Church is made up of be- 
lievers on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
both Jew and Gentiles, who in 
Christ Jesus are neither Jew nor 
Gentile, but a new creation. Israel 
mansmnniiiniaetinnatilialiiad 
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was the chosen nation through 
which all the other nations, that 
is, Gentiles, were to be _ blessed. 
This blessing of the nations through 
the Jews was to take place under 
the Christ, the Messiah of the Jews. 
But when the Christ came, He was 
nailed to the Cross. It was then 
that the sins of the whole world 
were laid upon Him. It was then 
that He who knew no sin that He 
was “smitten and afflicted of God”’ 
in the sinners’ stead. It was then 
that He made expiation for sin. 
After His burial, He came forth 
from the dead, and was preached 
to both Jew and Gentile, and when 
individuals of these two classes 
believed, they became members of 
the Body of which Christ is the 
Head. . 


The Church may, in fact, should 
suffer persecution or tribulation, in 
a general sense, for “all who live 
godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer 
persecution” (II Tim. 3:12). The 
saints of God have always gloried 
in such persecution, because they 
were “counted worthy to suffer for 
His Name’s sake.” Samuel Ruther- 
ford, in the midst of such persecu- 
tion and suffering, could write, 
“The Lord is with me, I care not 
what man can do. I burden no man, 
and I want nothing. No being is 
better provided for than I am, my 
chains are gilded over with gold. 
No pen, no words can express to 
you the loveliness of my only, only 
Lord Jesus.” There is a great dif- 
ference, however, between suffering 
persecution for your faith at the 
hands of men, and suffering the 
wrath of God in the Great Tribu- 
lation. The Tribulation is charac- 
terized as “the wine of the fierce- 
ness of the wrath of God,” which is 
poured out upon a sinful and unre- 
pentant world. Manifestly, the 
Church cannot partake of this. Is 
the righteousness of God with 
which the saints are clothed so im- 
perfect that they must pass through 
the fierceness of God’s wrath? Did 
not God deal with our sins when 
they were laid on Christ? Would 
God be “faithful and righteous” if 
He were to plunge the Church into 
that terrific judgment upon sin, 
after Chirst bore her sins with 
their guilt and punishment? Some- 


one has said, “Strange doctrine, in-. 


deed!” and’ we echo it—‘“Strange 
doctrine, indeed!” It is the doctrine 
of men, for there is not one syllable 
of Scripture to suggest it. 


We are told in Romans 5:9, R. 
V., that we aré saved from “the 
wrath.” Dr. F. E. Marsh, in com- 
menting on this, said, “God al- 
ways protects His people before 
judgment comes. This is another 
reason why He will not allow the 
Church to go through the Tribu- 
lation. Before the judgment of the 
flood came, God took Enoch away. 
Lot must be safely out of Sodom 
before the avenging fire can fall 
from heaven. Noah and his family 
must be safe in the Ark before the 
waters of judgment begin their 
work of vengeance. The first-born 
of Israel must be sheltered by the 
blood of the lamb before the Lord 
metes out judgment. The spies 
must be out of Jericho, and Ra- 
hab’s_ safety assured, before the 
blast of the ram’s horn proclaims 
the doom of the city. Surely when 
God says, “There is no condemna- 


tion to them who are in Christ Je- 


sus’ He means no kind of condem- 
nation, and it.would be a con- 
demnation if a child of God were 
to come under the condemnation 
of the Great Tribulation in any 
way.” 

The two epistles to the Thessa- 


Church. First Corinthians 15:51-58 


lonians deal almost entirely with 
the second coming of Christ, In 
1:9-10 we are told that we who 
are saved “wait for the Lord from 
Heaven ... which delivereth (R. 
V.) us from the wrath to come.” 
In 4:13-18 we are told that “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.” Following 
the rapture of the Church, we have, 
in chapter five, the Day-of the 
Lord, which begins, as every stu- 
dent of the Word knows, with the 
Tribulation, and to emphasize the 
fact- that the Church has gone be- 
fore, we are told that “God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, Who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep (live or 
die) we should live together with 
Him.” We submit, also, the fact 
that when we are told that “the 
dead in Christ shall rise,” and that 
“we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up,” the reference 
is to ALL and not to part of the. 


also refers to every believer. We 
need to remember that the rapture 
of the saints is a matter of grace, 
and not of attainment. Our reward 
from the Lord depends upon our 
faithfulness, but our presence with 
the Lord depends upon His favor. 
Read the second chapter of Second 
Thessalonians in the Revised Ver- 
sion. It teaches that the Anti-Christ, 
under whom the Tribulation is in- 
troduced and progresses, will not 
be revealed while the Church is in 
the earth. 


One thing to which we call spec- 
ial attention is the crushing argu- 
ment that the theory of the Church 
in the Tribulation makes us look 
for certain events rather than to 
look for our Lord. There are many 
events which must precede the 
Tribulation, such as the formation 
of the ten kingdoms of Daniel and 
Revelation, -and the manifestation 
of the Anti-Christ. It is true that 
“If the Church is to go through 
the Tribulation, then ‘our eyes are 
turned from Christ to coming 
events.” Nowhere is the believer 
told the Lord comes for His people. 
On the other hand, the New Testa- 
ment. abounds with exhortation to 
wait for Christ from Heaven. See 
such Scriptures as Rom. 8:23; I 
Cor. 1:7: Gal. §:5; Phil. 3:20; I 
Thess. 1:10. Such an outlook as 
that of the passing through the 
Tribulation is never presented to 
the Church as its objective. 


Many, many other Scriptures 
might be introduced, had we the 


space; and all would be found har-/|... 


monious, We quote Dr. William 
Evans, in closing: “Not one single 
Scripture anywhere teaches- that 
the Church will. go through the 
Tribulation Rightly inter- 
preted, the Scripture nowhere 
teaches that the true Church, the 
Body of Christ, must endure the 
Tribulation.” 


Will YOU go through the Great 
Tribulation? If you are a member 


of the Church, the Body of Christ 


—NO! 

Ephesians tells us that God has 
broken down the middle wall be- 
tween Jew and Gentile to make of 
the twain one new man. That new 
man is the Church, made up of the 


saved of this dispensation. “If thou | 3. 
shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus |. 


as Lord, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised Him 


from the.dead, thou shalt Re saved’*t 


(Rom. 10:9.) 

“IT do not know the day nor hour 
When He will call me home; 

I only know the Savior said, 
Behold, I quickly come.” 


(Continued from page one) 


he had an altar call. I am happy to 
say I fell on my knees and prayed, 
and was prayed for. And now after 
reading your booklet I am on the 
road to a happy life with Jesus as 
my guide. Please pray for me. 
Would like to have some more of 
your booklets.” 


Also in October came a letter 
from an airman of the RAF, in 
England, as follows; 

“Dear Sir: 


“Today, during the course of my 
duty, I picked up your booklet, 
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 
SAVED and as I was in sorrow 
and need through my many sins, I 
cannot help but feel that God put 
the booklet where I found it, to 
enable me to read, mark, learn and 
inwardly . digest, its contents. I 
must say I have derived great com- 
fort by reading it, and thank you 
Sir, for making it’possible. I will 
realize what a worthless and un- 
faithful life I have led, and pray 
that it be God’s gracious will, that 
I may be forgiven, and granted a 
new heart, to be accepted into His 
fold. May God grant His blessing 
on all your efforts.” 


CIVILIANS ALSO— 
13 DECISIONS FROM 9 STATES 


But servicemen aren’t the only 
ones who receive blessing from 
SWORD OF THE LORD litera- 
ture; this month there were 13 
other decision slips sent in; and 
from all over the country: Oregon, 
Nebraska, ....Missouri, . Alabama, 
West Virginia, Georgia, Virginia, 
Minnesota and Mississippi. And 
What Must I Do To Be Saved isn’t 
the only book. We received’ the’ 
following letter from a lady in 
Dahlonega, Georgia, who read Re- 
ligious But Lost. 

“Dear Brother Rice: I have just 
finished reading your book, Reli- 
gious But Lost, and oh, the horror 


I have done just what God meant 
or me to do—trust in His precious 
Son. So pray for me, Brother Rice, 
and please send me some tracts 
for both Christians and sinners.” 

From So. Charleston, W. Va., 
comes this letter from the wife of 
a Navy man: who read “And God 
Remembered. . .” 


“Today I confess I am a sinner 
I now trust Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour and take Him as my sub- 
stitute and sin-bearer... My hus- 
band is in the navy. 4 am asking 
him to do this also.” 

A woman in Springville, Missis- 
sippi, writes, 

“I have been meaning to write 
you for some time to let you know 


Letters Report 8 Servicemen & 
13 Civilians Saved in October 
Through Our Literature 


of knowing that I was lost. But 


how God has blessed me and I 
am giving Him the glory and 
praising Him for it. Your books 
have blessed me and given me 
more faith in God, and have helped 
me to tell others what my blessed 
Lord will do for us. I had one man 
to come to me in one revival and 
tell me after he was saved and how 
happy he was that the gospel 
books and literature I had sent him 
was the means of helping him to 
see the light and be saved. They 
take your little paper, The Sword 
of the Lord.” 


A friend in Lynchburg, Missis- 


sippi, writes of four who read 
“What Must I Do To Be Saved; 


“I got the books all right, and I. 


thank you kindly. There have been 
four confessions of faith by per- 
sons who read What Must I Do Be 
Saved. I have an open field in 
to move for Christ. Since I wrote 
to you I have changed boarding 
places, and God has helped me. 
I don’t make much money and I 
have some difficulties all told, but 
I am happy in Christ. I need more 
booklets, so please send one dol- 
lar’s worth of What Must I Do To 
Be Saved.” 

Did you notice how many of 
them asked for more booklets? We 
are sending them out by the hun- 
dreds, and are glad to do so, as 


the Lord ptovides for it. We send 
them free to anyone who will give — 


them out (giving them only to 
those who promise to read them 
or pick them up voluntarily). The 
cost to us is about lc each, but 
God has graciously provided, and 
we trust Him for the money for 
the 1,000,000 now in the process 
Of delivery. 


Gifts received in October will be 
reported next week. 
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the staggerer. He is like'the “surge 


’ tween the upward pull of faith and 


. Cause of much doubt and perplexi- 
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Unstaggering Faith 


(Continued From Page One) 


other. It is thus an attitude of inner 
conflict, confusion and bewilder- 
ment. 

GODET says “The verb here sig- 
nifies TO BE PARTED or to be 
divided into two men, one affirm- 
ing, the other denying; one hoping 
and giving himself up, the other 
waiting to see: but in regard to 
the promise there was no division 
in him.” 

James. gives us almost a perfect 
illustration of a staggering faith in 
the first chapter of his letter, verses 
6 to 8: 

“But let him ask. in faith, noth- 
ing doubting; for he that doubteth 
is like the surge of the sea driven 
by the wind and tossed. For let 
not that man think he shall receive 
anything of the Lord; a double- 
minded man, unstable in all his 
ways.” 


Here two things are said about 


of the sea,” and he is “double- 
minded.” The first expression, 
“surge of the sea,” brings before us 
the picture of the sea as it is driven 
by the wind and tossed. Under the 
action of the wind, the water rises 
to a peak and the next moment 
descends into the trough of the sea. 
One moment it is lifted up as if 
exultant, the next it 1s fallen as if 
downcast and overcome; one mo- 
ment in the heights, the next in the 
depths. The doubting, staggering 
man is like that, vacillating be- 


the downward drag of unbelief. In 
the word “double-minded” we have 
the same fact from a different 
angle. The doubleminded man is 
not a deceitful man, but a man 
with two minds upon one subject. 
One moment he is of one mind _re- 
garding the matter in question, the 
following moment he is of another 
mind. He is undecided, uncertain 
—a staggerer. 


This attitude of mind and heart 
is often precipitated by the pres- 
ence of the unusual, the baffling 
circumstance. Men and women are 
not so prone to stagger under the 
ordinary things that come up in 
life. It is when we are face to face 
with stubborn and serious facts 
and when grave issues confront us 
that staggering begins. According 
to verse 19 of our chapter this is 
the background. of our text. Abra- 
ham was facing an impossible 
situation humanly speaking. The 
promise of a son and heir in the 
home according to human reason- 
ing seemed not only improbable 
but’ absurd. Abraham’s body was 
as good as dead, and the same was 
true of Sarah’s. Nature had played 
out and was at the end of its re- 
sources. How could life come out 
of death, how could exhausted na- 
ture produce? And yet God had 
promised it. And Abraham ac- 
counted that the God Who promis- 
ed was able to perform. In the face 
of a natural impossibility “he stag- 
gered not.” . 


II. Why Do We Sometimes 
. Stagger? 

Our text suggests one cause and 
one alone. At first thought we may 
feel inclined to dispute this but 
more thorough consideration will 
corroborate the divine record. It 
is undoubtedly true that often there 
seem to be many causes for stag- 
gering, but according to God’s word 
there is but one. There are second- 
ary forces which seem to be the 


ty but they are only apparent and 
not the real cause. 


Why do folks stagger? Because 
of the sinfulness of men and wom- 
en; because of the lack of vision; 
because of stubborn circumstances; 
because of human selfishness that 
puts the law of self preservation 
before the law of the Cross and 
hinders the -progress of the king- 


of human response; because of the 
bigness of God’s program. These 
are a few of the many reasons peo- 
ple give for staggering, but not one 
of these, nor all of them put to- 
gether is the real cause of stagger- 
ing. We must go deeper to find the 
real cause of staggering. We must 
go deeper to find the real trouble. 
God says there is but one cause 
and that is UNBELIEF. Let me 
illustrate this from the Word of 
God: 


(1) In Luke 24:20-25, we have 
a record of the conversation of the 
risen Lord with the two disciples 
on the way to Emmaus. They say, 
“But we hoped that it was he who 
should redeem Israel.” What pathos 
there is in the words “we hoped.” It 
reflected their attitude before the 
Crucifixion. They had had some 
confidence in Him. But now it’s 
past and gone, a dead thing. What 
was the trouble? They said “the 
Crucifixion.” The very thing that 
is our glory was their stumbling 
block. But what did Jesus say? 
“O foolish men, and slow of heart 
to believe” (verse 25). You see it 
was not the tragic circumstance 
that shattered their hope, but the 
presence of unbelief. 


(2) In Matthew 14:22-23, we 
have’the story of Jesus walking on 
the water and Peter starting out 
from the boat to meet his Lord. 
And we read “But when he saw the 
wind he was afraid and began to 
sink.” Now if shortly after this you 
could have asked him, “Why were 
you fearful and why did you sink?” 
Peter would have likely said, “Be- 
cause of the strong and boisterous 
wind—it was the wind—had it not 
been for the wind I would have 
gotten along finely.” But what did 
the Master say? He never said a 
word about the wind, but He- did 
say, “O thou of little FAITH, 
wherefore didst thou doubt?” The 
sinking of Peter was not because 
of the wind but because of unbelief. 

(3) In Matthew 8:23-27, the dis- 
ciples are on the sea of Galilee in 
a boat and are overtaken by a 
sudden and terrifying squall. The 
waves sweep over the tiny craft, 
threatening to engulf it. These fear- 
ful men rush to the hinder part 
of the boat where the Master lies 
sleeping, crying, “Lord, save us or 
we perish.” If we pause to ask why 
this cry of baffling fear the answer 
might be given, “Why, the storm, 
of course, the storm is reason e- 
nough.” But what did Jesus say? 
Never a word about the storm. He 
did say “Why are ye fearful, O ye 
of little faith?” 

(4) In Isaiah the seventh chapter 
we are told of a confederacy com- 
posed of the king of Syria and the 
king of Israel going up to Jerusa- 
lem to war against it. And in verse 
2 we are told that the heart of the 
Jerusalemites trembled as the trees 
of the forest tremble with the wind, 
but God said, “Take heed, and be 
quiet; fear not, neither let thy heart 
be faint.” If we could have asked 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, “Why 
this trembling?” They would have 
surely answered, “Why, because of 
the stout and formidable armies of 
the confederacy that are drawn up 


outside our gates.” And it seemed 


so, but what did God say in verse 
9: “If ye will not believe surely 
ye will not be established.” This 
was the real secret of their strength 
and establishment. _ 


(5) In Hebrews 3:19, we are told 


why the Israelites when they came 


to Kadesh-barnea, which was the 


dom of God; because of the lack 


border of the promised land, failed 
to enter into their God-given in- 
heritance. Had we been one of them 
we would probably have given as 
the reason why we did not enter in. 
“There are walled cities, giants, 
mighty men, formidable armies,” 
just as they did. But what does 
God say about it? There was just 
one reason and it was not the 


| giants or the walled cities but “they 
entered not in because of unbelief.” 
N44 

Why the anxiety so prevalent in 
our world today? Why so much 
consuming worry? We are told it 
is bceause of ill health, straighten- 
ed circumstances, bad investments, 
the uncertainties of tomorrow, the 
deception of friends, the failure of 
men and women to keep their word, 
the rainy day ahead. These are the 
popular reasons given for much 
inner staggering of heart. But in 
Matthew 6:31-33 the Lord gives us 

the real reason. We do not put God 

first. We put the kingdom of bread 

and butter before the kingdom of 

God. That was what the Gentiles 

did in verse 32. That is what Christ 

counsels His own not to do. If God 

is not central, life is eccentric-and 

there is friction and perplexity and 

staggering. Our lives always suffer 

when God is pushed out on the cir- 

cumstances, out of His rightful 

place. 

So then, to sum up, the cause of 

staggering is not in the things 

commonly supposed; not in the 

baffling circumstance, not in the 

storms and boisterous winds, not 

because of our formidable oppo- 

nents, not because of giants or] 
walled cities in the way, not be- 

cause of one hundred and one 


son, but just one thing—Unbeliet! 
“Abraham staggered not through 
unbelief.” It is this that causes 
staggering in any life. God deliver 
us from this subtle and treacher- 
ous attitude! 


III. The Secret Of Unstagger- 
ing Faith 
Our text lets us into the secret. 
It is to be found in one word— 
“looking.” “Looking unto the 
promise of God, he staggered not 
through unbelief.” Our whole life 
is influenced by our “looking,” 
and our destiny is likewise deter- 
mined. Abraham looked unto the 
promise of God. He kept the prom- 
ise and the Promiser in view. He 
might have looked elsewhere. In 
fact to look elsewhere was the na- 
tural thing to do. But Abraham did 
not dare to look at himself or at 
Sarah; he did not dare fasten his 


quarter there was nothing to hope 
for. To look there was to stagger, 
but being a man of faith, he looked 
unto the promise of God. He knew 
God’s promise included every other 
fact. And if God promised, He 
was able to perform. Unbelief al- 
ways looks at the wrong spot. It 
magnifies and broods over the im- 
possibilities, the difficulties, the 
unlikelihood of matters, and soon 
is staggering in the way. Unbelief 
looks first at the obstacle, the 1m- 
pediment, the hindrance. To it God 
is always secondary and of minor 
consequence in the solution of the 
problem. 

Sometime ago I entered a home 
where there was sickness, and as 
I sat down beside the bed of the 
sufferer I discovered a life that was 
being tossed about like “the surgé 
of the sea,” perplexed and stagger- 
ing in the midst of suffering and 
uncertainty. As I talked with the 
sick one I soon discovered the rea- 
son for her sad plight. She wanted 
assurance, deliverance and faith, 
and had prayed very earnestly to 
this end. But all the while she was 


spoke of her weakness, her un- 
faithfulness, her feelings, her sick- 
ness, her future; these were the 
things that were constantly before 
her eyes. And as she looked at 
them, no wonder she. staggered. It 
would make any soul stagger. At 
length, however, she was persuaded 


eyes on the divine Promiser. And 


One Who is the same yesterday, 
today and forever, she found relief. 
Even her countenance wore a new 
expression. She took on a new face. 


things ordinarily given as the rea-| 


eyes upon nature, for from this|@ 


looking in the wrong direction. She} 


to look at the promise and fix her) 


as she looked away to Jesus the 21 large pages, 


When do we stagger? I’ll tell you. | 
We stagger when we look at our| 


a 


ments, our weaknesses, our pros- 
pects, our failings, our sins, our 
trials, our difficulties. But God 
knows, and we slowly discover, 
that these are not the things to fix 
our gaze upon, and that they only 
lead to bitterness of heart and 
blackness of despair. Hear the word 
of the Lord: 

“LOOKING unto Jesus, the’ Au- 
thor and Perfecter of our faith, 
Who for the joy that was set be- 
fore Him endured the cross, des- 
pising the shame.” (Heb. 12:2). 
“LOOK unto Me and be ye saved 
all the ends of the earth; for I am 
God, and beside Me there is none 
else.” (Isaiah 45:22). 

“They LOOKED unto Him and 
were lightened and their faces were 
not ashamed.” (Psalm 34:5). 
“LOOKING unto the promise of 
God, he (Abraham) staggered not 
through unbelief.” 

“Neither know we what to do: 
but OUR EYES ARE UPON 
THEE.” (2 Chron. 20:12). 

“But we all with unveiled face 
BEHOLDING as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are transformed 
into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as from the Lord the 
Spirit.” (2 Cor. 3:18). 


which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:18). 

Looking away from my sin and 
my shame, 
Looking away from my sorrow and 

pain, 
Looking to Jesus, the Lamb that 
was slain— 
That’s faith. 


Looking away from my knowledge 
and pride, 
Looking to Jesus, my Shepherd and 
Guide, 
(Continued on Page Four) 
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No Case Is Too Hard For God 


(Continued From Page One) 


it is done.” 

“Never mind, I am used to being 
treated in just that way. I’m com- 
ing back tomorrow night. I liked 
your sermon and appreciate your 
interest.” 

The next night she came back. 
The song service seemed to move 
her, the sermon to melt her. When 
the invitation was given, she was 
the very first to come to the altar 
to kneel in prayer. Others came. 
The pastor and the evangelist knelt 
down by the mourner’s side, and 
after some prayer and Scripture 
quoting, she surrendered her heart 
to Christ and offered herself for 
membership in one of the churches 
of the town. Her husband came in 
as well as the first of her children. 
(From the book, GOD’S ANSWER 
TO MAN ’S Sin, by Hyman Appel- 
man, Zondervan Publishing House. 
Used by permission.) 

* * * £ 


Greatest Life: Soul-Winner 

The agile athlete who eclipsed 
all comers in a few years becomes 
as frail and helpless as a child, and 
all that remains is a few silver 

The humorist who became rich 
by making everybody laugh, often 
wept himself to sleep, then dropped | "ap 
into eternity, without Christ—no 
soul to welcome him on the other 
side. 

The eloquent preacher, in great 
demand with silver tongue and 
magnetic personality, passed away 
like a lovely song and a fleeting 
cloud. 

The singer who thrilled the crowd 
in breathless ecstacy, is heard no 
more. 

BUT, the soul-winner lives his 
life over many times in the lives of 
those he led to Christ. 

—The Baptist Beacon. 
e ¢. 8 2 


ON THE OTHER SIDE OF 
DEATH 


Sermon Outline by Robert J. Wells 
Luke 16:19-31 
INTRODUCTION: 
1. What is Death? 

a. Not annihilation — not the 
end of all things. 

b. It marks the end of all 
earthly activity. 

c. Death marks the beginning 
of existence in the eternal 
state. 

2. What Kind of People Die? 

a. Only two kinds: Saved and 
Lost. 

b. Our destiny in eternity is 
determined by our relations 
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to God while on earth. 


‘ ¢. Throughout eternity there 


3. 


will only be two classes of 

people: Saved and Lost. 
What Awaits These Two 
Classes of People “On the 
Other Side of Death”? 


I, ETERNAL GAIN AND ETER- 


Ie 

2. 
Il. 

Be 


NAL LOSS 
For the Saved—Gain (Phil. 
1:21,23). 
For the Lost—Loss (Mark 


8:36). 

ETERNAL HEAVEN AND 
ETERNAL HELL 

For the Saved—Heaven (II 

Cor. 5:1,2; I Pet. 1:4). 


2. For the Lost—Hell (Luke 16: 


Il. 


23; Heb. 9:27). 
ETERNAL JOY AND ETER- 
NAL TORMENT. 


1. For the Saved—Joy (Luke 


16:23,25; Rev. 21:3,4; 22:3-5). 

a. See Jesus. 

b. See loved ones. 

c. Meet the angels and the 
saints of all ages. 


2. For the Lost—Torment (Luke 


IV. 


§ 


16:23,24,25,28; Rev. 14:10; 
Rev. 20:10; Matt. 13:42). 
ETERNAL LIGHT AND 


ETERNAL DARKNESS 

1. For the : Saved—Light (Rev. 
21:23-25). 

2. For the Lost — Darkness 
(Matt. 22:13). 

V. IS YOUR FUTURE SECURE? 
WHERE WILL YOU SPEND 
ETERNITY? 

1. A warning (Prov. 29:1). 
2. An invitation (II Cor. 6:2). 


Unstaggering Faith 
(Continued from page three) 


Looking to Jésus, and Him cruci- 
fied— 
That’s faith. 


Looking away from my gain or 
my loss, | 
Looking away from the world and 
its dross, | 
Looking to Jesus on Calvary’s 
cross— 
That’s faith. “ 


Looking away from my faith or 
its lack, . 
Looking to Jesus whose word is 
not slack; 
Looking to Jesus, and turning not 
back— ; 
That’s faith. 


May God give us the grace to | 
follow in the path of Abraham’s 
unstaggering faith. 

Dr. John McNeil, the well-known 
Scotch preacher, was once pastor 
of a church very heavily in debt, 
and working under a staggering 
burden. He began to make this 
matter a subject of prayer. One 
day soon after, a stranger called 
and told Dr. McNeil he had heard 
of the debt and also of the fine 
work he had been doing, and said 
that he wanted to help. Then lay- 
ing down a blank check he said, 
“Fill this in with the amount you 
require and I will return later and 
sign it,” and he was gone. Dr. Mc- 
Neil said, “As I sat looking over the 
desk at the blank check I thought 
to myself ‘He surely doesn’t realize 
that our debt runs into thousands 
of pounds. He told me to write 
out a check for the full amount 
but I'll not do that, I'll fill it in for 
half the amount. Maybe he’ll not 
even sign for that.’ At length the 
man returned and without hardly 
glancing at the check, he signed 
his name, and left. As the“preacher 
looked at the check, he recognized 
the name of a wellknown ..philan- 
thropist who could easily have 
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periodicals. 
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write of transformed prayer life. 


as he sat there he exclaimed, “O 


man of little faith, I will never 
doubt again.” 

He staggered not; 
right on, 

That ancient hero, Abraham. 

He trusted in the Eternal One 
His heart had heard God say, “I 
AM.” 


but marched q ! 


He staggered not; though unbelief 

Sought everywhere to bar his way. 

The promise gripped his eager 
soul, 

And nothing could his progress 
stay. : 


He staggered not; but strong in 
faith. 

Believing God with all his soul, 

By faith o’ercame his every foe, 

The promise led him to his goal. 


He staggered not; but glory gave, 

To God, whose promise he be- 
lieved, 

Sure that in God’s own good time 

The promised heir should be re- 
ceived. 


So let me live my life each day; 
And stagger not, but still believe, * 
That in my Father’s own good way, Z 
All that is best I shall receive. 


. the very great- 


Many pastors and congregations use these twenty-one chapters 
for prayer meeting teaching and discussion. Thousands of readers 
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